THE STORY OF THE BRICK COTTAGE ON PEPPERS CREEK AND THE ELUSIVE NUM  MCPHILLAMY AND THE COMMITMENT THAT TOM COULD STAY ON CHARLTON FOR THE TERM OF HIS LIFE.
By Viv Cunningham-Smith Tom’s great great granddaughter.
[image: K:\family archives\Smith\John Joseph Smith\photos\john joseph smith with Horse at Charlton Station.jpg]My father is Henry Edwin Smith born 26th October 1920. Here is his family at Peppers Creek in 1921-22. Dad is the little blonde haired child with his mum Eva Alice Grinton Smith and his sister Ett and brother Ross. His father John Joseph or Jo Smith was Manager of Charlton Station in the early part of the 20th century. We know he was still Manager in 1936.
[image: ] Jo Smith with one of the Charlton race horses

[image: ]Jo’s father John Thomas known as Tom Smith was Manager of Charlton Station prior to Jo. Here is a fabulous photo of him in front of the older Charlton homestead.
Tom’s parents were William Richard Smith and Mary Ann Barsden. William Richard Smith owned 100 acres at Native Dog Creek and Mary Ann was the daughter of Josephus Henry Barsden who had been Constable for Bathurst, first owner of the Kelso Inn and who had an interesting history documented in his diary at the State Library. See link below.
[http://archivalclassic.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemDetailPaged.aspx?itemid=201993]
William Richard was the son of a convict John Richard Smith who left the colony in 1823 as a free man travelling to Mauritius with Timor horses. Probably because of his links to John Thomas Campbell Secretary to Governor Macquarie who he had been indentured to since he arrived in 1813. He never returned.  William’s mother Frances Green Smith “ married”[footnoteRef:1] Joseph Sewell  at some stage between 1828 and 1835. They established Sewells Creek property and William Richard who would have been anywhere from 10-15 years old was raised with his half or full brother Charles Henry Green / aka Smith and Joseph and Frances two boys Jonathon born 13/2/1836 and named after Frances father Jonathon Green who had been a convict and a Gaoler at Sydney Goal. The second son was William Daniel, was born 25th December 1840. Frances had had a son Charles Green in 1829 also listed as Charles Smith  in Sydney father listed as Smith only which could indicate Frances was still married and John had not been declared dead at that stage.  Charles married Sarah Heffernan / Hoffman at Davys Creek  listed as Kelso Bathurst on 1st April, 1851 with the witnesses being "Joseph and Frances Sewell".  Frances died in 1856 in Camperdown she had been visiting her brother in law William Carrick and his children. Her sister Amelia had died the year before . Frances Sewell died 13th February 1854 at her brother's residence (W.R. Green- William Richard) Parramatta St (Camperdown)  After a short but severe illness at the 56th year of her age. (Sydney Morning Herald 14th February 1854.. Although we could not find a marriage certificate Frances clearly was known as a Sewell.  Frances is buried in Camperdown cemetery in the reclaimed section. Her son Charles and his wife Sarah had had a daughter Frances Jane on November 23rd 1852. Charles died at Campbells River 15/9/1853 a year before his mother.  With Joseph a widower and Sarah his daughter in law a widow they married. A copy of a marriage record from the Registrar General states that Joseph Sewell of Davy's Creek & Sarah Green of Foster's Valley were married on the 21st day of July 1854 at Bathurst by John Grant, a Catholic Minister. Witnesses were Jonathon Sewell of Davy's Creek  [ Joseph and Frances son] & Margaret Foran [ the Forans were related to the Smiths through the marriage of Agnes Cash to Philip Foran- Agnes mother was the elder sister of John Thomas and oldest child of William Richard Smith and Mary Ann Barsden] of Fosters Valley. The first member of the Joseph Sewell & Sarah Green family was a son James born 28th April 1855. There were another ten children born into this family, several of whom died while very young. [1:  Her husband Richard may have in fact returned in 1825 and fathered Charles but by 1831 he was at Moreton Bay.] 











[image: K:\family archives\Smith\William Richard Smith and Mary Ann Barsden\parish of adderley william 100 acres.JPG]So now for the brick cottage and Tom. Tom’s wife was Catherine Murray or Kate who died at Charlton on 9/11/1910. She had been a midwife. Her’s and Tom’s grave is in the Oberon Cemetary C of E in front of his mums and dads grave.
[image: K:\family archives\Smith\John Thomas and Catherine Murray\photos\rockley sept 1 059.jpg]

[image: K:\family archives\Smith\photos of family for mum and dads 50th wa\Neil\F Rock.jpg][image: ]Tom worked for the McPhillamys who ran Charlton as a result of a marriage of Arkells daughter into the McPhillamy’s. My dad used to talk fondly of Charles McPhillamy who he said so admired pop Tom that he deemed that Pop Tom would be able to live on Charlton for the term of his natural life. It’s interesting that Charles McPhillamy who died in 1906 had named his son Thomas Smith McPhillamy [1846-1847] and another Charles Smith McPhillamy [1858-1935] and a daughter Emily Smith McPhillamy [1851-1923]. I wonder if this was in honour of my poppy Tom or of the grazier Robert Smith who was a McPhillamy benefactor or a family history ie Robert Smith McPhillamy brother of Charles. Charles took over Robert Smiths property to extend Charlton.  This was the brother Robert Smith McPhillamy who went on to own Gormans Hill Bathurst?  Dad also mentioned Harold McPhillamy who his dad Jo would have worked for.  Jo and Eva had a property [ they did not own it] just as you turn left from the road out of Rockley towards Charlton. Dad took me there in 1968 [ see right]  and I took a photo of the little white house[ left] in which he grew up. Behind the house to the right was a brick house and it had a pipe running across the roof from the brick house to the white cottage. This brick house dad said was where Poppy Tom lived in the little brick cottage until he died 29th November 1934 when dad was 14 years of age. Jo and his wife Eva Alice cared for him. The photos below are Poppy Tom maybe in the garden of his little cottage. You can see the Pepper tree in the back of the photo below
[image: ]
[image: ]
A few years ago I posted a photo of the little white cottage at Buddens tea rooms and received a phone call from Gloria Armstrong to tell me this was Jo’s cottage. I had met and talked with Gloria many years before and taped our conversation. Gloria knew my Poppy Jo and Nanna as she was the daughter of the Manager of the neighbouring property Rockley Farm, Fosters Valley. She was of the age of my Uncle Ross and Aunty Ett and remembered them much better than dad who was a baby when Gloria left the area. Gloria shared a common grandfather with me Josephus Henry Barsden.  In fact she said that her dad and Jo mused about her and Ross marrying when they were older. She recounted some stories:
· Gloria said that McPhillamy who owned Charlton after his wife died married Tom’s sister who had been a cook at Charlton. They had a child who was named Num. She said Num stood for Nathaniel. She also said that it had been told that it was a cousin of Tom’s and not his sister but Gloria’s mother had been adamant it was Tom’s sister.  She furthermore died in childbirth.  Gloria says that from McPhillamys first marriage he had a daughter who was sent away to Sydney to be educated . She never wanted to come home . Her mother died not long after. Gloria talked about Num McPhillamy being related to the McPhillamy who started the law practice in Bathurst. Gloria said that the child Num was reared by Tom Smith and Num and Jo grew up together. They both worked as overseers and worked for Num Mcphillamy [ the father of Num]. 

The evidence: Charles Marsden McPhillamy  [b 9th march 1821] married Lucy Ann Arkell [ born 1824 Bathurst] on 6th Feb 1844. They had 9 children 3 of whom had Smith in their name and 8 lived into adulthood. None of the children were named Nathaniel. Lucy Ann died 20th March 1896 . Charles would have been 75 years of age so it is unlikely the story above relates to Charles and Lucy. Following Charles death Charlton was not mentioned in his will. However , we know his son Harold owned Charlton and after his brother Norman Robert’s  death in WW1 Orton Park also. Harold is listed as a bachelor at his death in 1924. John Thomas Smith had 2 sisters living in the 1920’s Mary Ann Smith who had married Thomas Cash and then partnered with a McNab after his death. She had her own property near native Dog Creek and would have been 81 in the year she died 1923. Her sister Emma Amelia Smith who had a number of children by different fathers would have been 56 years of age in 1920. It is unlikely that these two would be the women in Gloria’s recollections. 
Gloria said she was the same age as my Uncle Ross so probably born around 1914. She was seven when she left the area so the year range is we are looking at is 1914-1921. Tom would have been in is late 60’s early 70’s during this period. We are not sure whether Glorias recollections are from this period or if it was told by her mother then it could have been  earlier. The only woman in our family known to have died in childbirth is Victoria Adelaide Smith Tom’s sister who died giving birth to her son John Thomas Hocking in 1876. She had married William Hocking in Rockley on 24th December 1875. Victoria was only 17 years of age when she died.  She would have been 5 months pregnant when she married. William Hocking died in 1888 in Carcoar when his son would have been 13 years of age. We know John Thomas Hocking married in Rockley in 1894 the same year as the birth of his first son Aubrey.   
If we test the cousin theory then Tom’s cousins would come from his parent’s brothers and sisters.  William Richard would have Smith Green and Sewell relations. Mary Ann Barsden had two siblings Margaret Jane Barsden who married Spencer Hall Green brother of Frances Green Smith Sewell and Gloria’s grandparents and Joseph Henry Barsden. It is unlikely Gloria is talking about them here. If we look on the Smith side then we have Frances two sons to Joseph Sewell Jonathon who died aged 24 in 1860 and his brother Daniel William who died in 1911. He had married Margaret Cash sister in law of Mary Ann Smith Cash the eldest of William Richard and Mary Ann’s children. They had 7 girls , 2 died early and the others all have recorded marriages- no McPhillamy.  Charles henry Green a half sibling of Williams had one daughter Frances Jane Green born Davey’s Creek 1852 who married John Redmond Hope in 1871. All other “ cousins” would come from the union of Joseph Sewell and Sara Heffernan and not be blood cousins. It is unlikely it is one of these.
Furthermore we could not find a birth certificate for a Nathaniel McPhillamy. There is an annual Sands Directories reference from 1909-1915 to a N McPhillamy of Orton Park .It then changes to N McPhillamy of Waroo Forbes between 1918-1933. The 1917 reference is given as Condobolin. We know that Charles Smith McPhillamy is the son at Waroo Forbes from his father’s obituary and will. Was Charles Smith McPhillamy nickname Num? There are sand references to Charles McPhillamy in 1917 and 1918 at Waroo also. Charles married in Burwood and had many children in Forbes.
Possibilities from this evidence :
Gloria was speaking about Victoria Adelaide Smith sister of Tom who fell pregnant aged 16 and could have had an arranged marriage to William Hocking when she was 5-6 months pregnant. Who was the McPhillamy at Charlton at the time-? It could have been one of Charles sons – Charles Smith McPhillamy perhaps who might be the elusive Num. Charles was born 1858 and Victoria was born in 1859 so they were contemporaries. There was however no marriage between a McPhillamy and a Smith that can be found. Gloria also stated that Tom Smith brought th[image: K:\family archives\Smith\Victoria Adelaide Smith and Hocking\Smith%20Victoria[1].JPG]is child up.
Possible photo of Victoria Adelaide seated and Emma Amelia Smith- from a descendant of John Thomas Hocking. It has Vicki written on the back of it.













· Gloria said it was 1924 or 1925 Num who owned Charlton had a pain in the chest and he arranged with his solicitor relatives to make a will. Gloria said that the daughter from the first marriage refused to recognise the Smith wife as her step mother. This may well be inconsistent with the death in childbirth recollection as Gloria stated that the daughter met the Smith wife a few times.  Num said he was leaving some property to the sister not connected to Charlton and that he would leave Charlton to Jo Smith my Pop and Toms son who was overseer at the time at Charlton and he would leave Fosters Valley property to Gloria’s father who was overseer there. Num came into Bathurst to sign the will and he called at Orton Park for lunch- he had a horse running in the Sydney Cup and he wanted to ring and see how it went. He had always gone to Sydney when the horses were racing but his doctor refused to allow him. His horse won and he ran back to room in Orton Park announced it went back to the phone and dropped dead before he could get to Bathurst to sign the will. The daughter immediately came and she treated Jo and Gloria’s dad very badly. Gloria said that in his will or some other document it was said that Tom could stay on Charlton for life.
[image: ]Evidence:  Harold McPhillamy died in 1924 at Orton Park and his obituary listed him as a bachelor and grazier. He owned both Charlton and Orton Park the latter after the death of his brother in WW1. Harold did like to race horses his last cited being Treefern by Redfern.
[image: ]























Did Harold have illegitimate children? Gloria cited that her Num McPhillamy had a first wife who died shortly after their daughter went away to Sydney. The daughter Gloria said clearly returned to claim her inheritance after the 1924 death of Num. Harold’s will however states that he left Charlton to Mr Angus McPhillamy.  Gloria also stated that he married the Smith relative. Harold was most definitely recognised as a bachelor. It also notes that Jo Smith as station overseer would have received $500-00 and perhaps Tom did too. By 1924 Charles Smith McPhillamy was in Forbes so it could not have been him.  Is Gloria confusing this with the story of Lucy Ann Arkell? Was Harold who had no descendants really going to bequeath his estates to his overseers? Was there a draft unsigned  will that the McPhillamy family had which could prove this?
The story of Thomas Arkell intersects here; See below the story of Sophia Millage and her daughters Elizabeth and Lucy Ann. Elizabeth was provided with property in Trunkey it was Lucy Ann who inherited Charlton. I seem to remember a story being told to me that Lucy Ann reluctantly returned to Charlton after Thomas’s death. Was this what Gloria remembered?
· The Smiths are related to the Earl of  Oxley through Robert Earl of Oxley and Mary Ann Blackman ,Tom’s Grandmother. It is said that Reuben the illegitimate son of Emma Amelia Smith [ Toms youngest sister] had the Earl of Oxley’s silver and Josephus Henry Barsden’s diary . The silver and diary was showcased in the window of Oberon Council in the 1960’s for the 150th birthday. Gloria said it was in the newspaper.  On Reuben’s death it is believed his housekeeper, a Sewell stole the silver. There was a plumber Smith at the time, the only plumber Oberon every had. He had a son Brian and daughter Hilary and she organised the display. Her son is a retired schoolteacher Grant Rodwell. Hilary had the diary. There is contention that Grant Rodwell is related. However Gloria states that at that time you did not register illegitimate children. Hilary Smith, Grant’s mother in fact had Josephus ‘s diary and passed it onto him.
Gloria stated that Emma Amelia had 2 boys before she was married and one after she was married to George Kropp- Ray Kropp. 
Evidence: Josephus Henry Barsden’s diary was purportedly found in the wall of Kelso Inn when it was being refurbished. It was thought this was in the 1970’s. There is no evidence for his though.
An Oberon cousin has found the first illegitimate boy of Emma Amelia’s we believe : her email explains:
I have 3 illegitimate as well but Edwin Ray being born 1 Nov 1895 and the parents marrying might legitimise him. I dont have Henry A (on the Indexes as this) but have a William Albert Smith born 1891 died 7th May 1892 died 14months from bronchitis. This I extracted from the registers when I was going through the records so info is correct and he is buried RC O'Connell.
I now know why he is buried there. Recently I received a phone call to inform me the local Catholic Church was having a display of some of their records and relics of days long gone to celebrate 140 years of the Church in this area. So I went over and went through what registers they had on display. I was able to get all the Baptisms for my Grandmother and her siblings. Running through the names I came across the Baptism for a William Albert Smith (I think it had Smith) in 1892 with the parents being a Henry Artery and Emma Smith. I was more interested in coming home to see if there was a marriage for Henry Artery and a Emma Smith as Henry Artery was in fact Henry Neville who went under his mothers 2nd marriage name as well as the first but dies as Henry Neville. William Artery and Annie Neville nee Kelly would have lived further out from Native Dog Creek but still not all that far away. I am sure it wasn't long before the child died. So we have a father for one that is confirmed.

WE ARE LEFT TO PONDER:
· Was Tom given the little brick cottage by Charles or Harold McPhillamy for the term of his natural life because of his service and relationship with the family?
· Did Tom’s sister or a relative have an assignation with a McPhillamy and produce a child? Was this child John Thomas Hocking? 
· Who was Num McPhillamy who had a serious influence on Gloria’s recollections. 
· Where did the Earl of Oxleys silver disappear to? Does a Sewell relative have it today?
· Was it Thomas Arkell who wanted to leave Charlton to Tom or was it Harold who wanted to leave it to Tom’s son Jo? Is there a draft will hidden away somewhere in the McPhillamy archives to shed light on this?

One little brick cottage and its inhabitant can stir up many many questions. I look forward to sharing Toms story with anyone who can shed light on these questions.

 [image: ]
[image: ]The original Charlton. I wonder who is standing outside?
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Late Mr. H. McPhillamy

A MELBOURNE TRIBUTE,

CPouchstone,’t the prominent  Vie
torian *urf writer, pays a tribute to the
late Mr. Hurold Melhillamy in  the

ixsue of the **Austrulasia,’?  He

By
“I1 wna with sincere regrot that [
heand Iust week of the desth of Mr
Hurold MePhillumy, and no doubt the
suil news cnme as o great shoek to his
large circle of friends. His urhine
wanner and unfailing eourtesy endear-
ol him to many Vietorisn and other
inter-State  visitors who make Petty’s
Ianwl their  hendquarters in  Sydaey
during the AJC. Spring and Autumn
Lmontinga

“Mr, MePhillamy was a welln- |
tformed man on many subjects, but he
| was particularly keen om matters per-
|taining to the furf.  Although he did
Inot go in for broading and racing quite
so mueh ns did his brother, Mr. C. 8
MePhillamy, the well-knewn breeder of
“Warrao,” neay Forhes, he  oceasionally
had n useful horse tn troining. -About
the Inst wis Trecfern, by Redfern, who,
T think, he hred bimeelf, His was o
most chnrming pereonality, and he will
he groatly missed by sll who hud the
privilege of knowing him.''
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£182.653
Late . A. Mcf b lamy

PARTICULARS OF WILL.
BEQUEST TO HOBPITAL.

SYDNEY, Tharsday.

The will of the late Mr.
Harold Arkell McPhillamy,
grazier, of Rockley and Orton
Park, has been swom for pro-
Date st £182,653, Mr. McPhil-
famy, who was a bachelor,
aged 60 years, died on Novem-
ber 4.

Amongst the bequests are £300 to the
Bothurst District Hospital, £200 to the
Salvation Army, £5,000 to his fricad,
Mr. George Hamilton Rankin, £1,000 to
his grand nephew, Mr, Norman (ol
frev, £1.000 ta  Mr, Neil MePhilinmy,

£6,000 to his nephew, Mr. Keith  Me.
Phillamy, £1,000 to his niece, Veronica
Bewgle, £300 to cach of the three tes-
tator’s stntion overscers, 200 1o
another station employee, £300 to each
of the children of Sir Neville Howse,
nnd the residue of the reul estate upon
trust to Mr, Angus Owen MePhillamy
during his life, and after hin death for
the benedit of his ehildren,

The residue of the personal estate i=
alsa Joft to the tostator’s nephew, Mr,
Angus McThillnmy.
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Elizabeth Smith
nee Millage
1822-1900


THE CHILDREN
of


.~. SOPHIA MILLAGE
(ARKELL)


Until recent times it had been scandalous to suggest that any pioneer
family had 'convict' forebears and so many pioneer families hid their
taint with family fables. We can never be certain now concerning the
truth as to whether Thomas Arkell fathered either of Sophia's two
girls. However, records exist for us to examine and ponder.


It is believed by some that these girls were half-sisters. Their portraits
would seem to support this belief. Elizabeth had a dark complexion
with an ovoid face. Lucy Ann was a blonde with a square, tapering
face. Of course this is no proof, just an observation.


The baptism record of Elizabeth (No. 1822 P 133 St John's
Parramatta), records her parents as Richard and Sophia Millage and
indicates that she was 'legitimate'. The archivist at St John's
suggests we should accept this as correct. The officiating parson was
the Rev. Samuel Marsden, who was holding services at Bathurst at
that time.


The records for Lucy Ann Arkell are a little more complicated. There
are in existence two records of Lucy's baptism. The first record in
1825 at Sackville Reach shows the mother as Sophia Langley (her
maiden name). This record also indicates that Lucy Ann was
'illegitimate' (B1824/ 515/Vol. 14). The father would not be named
on the original church record in this case, altheuqh the likely father
would be noted in the margin (Thomas Arkell?). To further complicate
this record, the officiating parson, John Espy Keane, did not arrive in
the Colony until six months after the ceremony was supposed to have
taken place. Very strange indeed! The Registry of Births was not
interested in assistinq me to solve this conflicting and unusual record.


The second record (9829/Vol. 1) dates the ceremony as 1830 and is
registered at Bathurst. There may also be a record of this baptism
held in the Holy Trinity Church, Kelso (Register 93). I have not
personally sighted it although I am informed others have.


In 1840 Thomas Arkell divided his properties by 'deed of gift' between
Elizabeth, Lucy Ann and Samuel Smith (Lands Titles Office, Old
Records System, Book T. Nos. 504, 505 and 506). He later
'indentured' these properties and 'entailed' them (Book 6-200).


In all of these documents Arkell did not identify either of these women
as his daughter. Why? Perhaps it was because they weren't. Elizabeth
is identified as the wife of Samuel Smith and Lucy Ann Arkell as the
daughter of Sophia Millidge (sic).


The fact that Arkell is included in Lucy Ann's name does not prove
parentage. It was common practise at that time to include the name
of your employer or benefactor when naming your children. Lucy
Ann's husband was christened Charles Marsden McPhiliamy. Although
the McPhiliamys were employed by the Rev. Marsden at that time, it is
beyond doubt that he never fathered any of Mary McPhillamy's
children.







The McPhiliamys at one time taught their children that Arkell's wife
Ann was their grandmother. They told them Ann had died (although
they didn't say when) and that lovely Auntie Sophia moved in with
Arkell and helped rear the two girls. This fable is confirmed in an
indenture when Sophia passed her property at Bathurst on to her
granddaughter Sophia, the wife of the Rev. Graham Fox. Three times
Sophia identified her granddaughter as her niece in this record.


I am told that at sometime the McPhiliamys also preferred to adopt
Robert Smith, the McPhillamy family's benefactor, rather than William
McPhiliamy, as their real forebear. They still wanted to retain their
name of McPhiliamy. Rather confusing!


And so the 'myths' began.


Sophia had no more children following her cohabiting with Arkell.
Very strange considering that this was the time when large families
were the norm. One could imagine also that Arkell may have wanted
a son to inherit his vast pastoral domain. Perhaps they did not live
together at that time as husband and wife, as everyone has assumed.
So what was their true relationship? In the census at that time,
Sophia is recorded with her two children as housekeeper for Thomas
Arkell. Perhaps this was really the true situation.


When the two young ladies married they signed their names on their
wedding records as Millage and Millldqe, respectively.


Arkell's final opportunity to claim parenthood of either of these two
-wornen was his will. He declined to do so. He identified them both as
the spouses of their respective husbands.


Sophia is established on this same document as the (wife of Richard
Millidge), who now resides with me. Sophia and Thomas were never
able to marry, even if they had wanted to. Richard Millage outlived
Arkell by twenty-four years.


Was Arkell only the 'Sir Galahad' who came to the aid of a troubled
young lady that he had known since she was a baby at Richmond,
gave her protection and also raised her children? The Mills'
homestead seems to have been very dysfunctional during this period,
possibly due to problems caused by David Langley, Sophia's father.


Sophia was living with the Mills' family at both times when she fell
pregnant. Perhaps the Mills' descendants may have some information
of interest to us. Now there's a quest for someone who is interested.


During those early years, I believe there was only one white woman
to more than ten white men over the mountains. Of course, we know
that all of our pioneer women were 'chaste', although some perhaps
may have been caught.


This is the story as I see it. Think it over, and then you can be the
judge and jury.


9lod ctj'ttnne5&'
Great Great Grandson


of Elizabeth Smith
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